
Balanced Essay Example (4 paragraph) 
Is it better to take public or private transport? 

Write about: 

1. Environment 

2. Cost 

3. ……….(your own idea) (convenience) 

(funnel introduction) (general statement about transport) In this day and age, most people 

have access to a number of different modes of transport. (narrow statement focusing on the 

question) For most of us, the most common ways to travel are either public transport such 

as the bus or train, or a private vehicle such as a car. (Thesis – both options have 

advantages) There are advantages to using both kinds of transport, some of which shall be 

discussed in the following essay. 

(body paragraph 1 – Public transport) (Topic sentence) There are numerous advantages to 

using public transport. (Evidence relating to the 3 points in the question) Firstly, taking 

public transport reduces the number of vehicles on the road, which in turn reduces 

pollution. In addition, many kinds of public transport such as trains and trams are electric 

and this reduces air pollution. Secondly, public transport is usually quite cheap in major 

cities and there is no need to pay for fuel, registration or repairs which further reduces the 

overall cost when compared to owning a car. Last of all, taking public transport is a 

convenient way to commute to and from work in most urban areas. 

(body paragraph2 – Private transport) (Topic sentence) There are also a number of positive 

reasons to use your own car. (Evidence relating to the 3 points in the question) Although 

cars may not be as environmentally friendly as public transport, there are now a number of 

electric cars available and this is better for the environment than traditional petrol powered 

cars. Moreover, modern cars use much less fuel than in the past, and electric or hybrid cars 

cut the cost of travel even further. Finally, taking a car means that you can travel wherever 

you want, whenever you like, so the convenience of private transport is second to none. 

Conclusion – (example 1. Stay neutral) In conclusion, there are many compelling reasons to 

use both public and private transport; the choice is yours. 

Conclusion – (example 2. Choose a side) To conclude, although both public and private 

transport have their advantages and disadvantages, I am of the opinion that public transport 

is better because it is cheaper and better for the environment. 

 Sequence markers are important to use to help your essay flow better.  

 It is also vital to have lots of compound and complex sentences by using conjunctions 

and transitions.  

  


