
Grammar Week One 
Subject Verb Object 

English is an SV(O) language. That means that the most basic sentence (a simple sentence) in English must have a 

Subject and a Finite Verb (We will discuss finite verbs in a minute) but we often have an Object too. There are four 

possible patterns for a simple sentence in English. These are: 

 SV   The baby spoke 

SVV  The baby spoke and laughed 

SSV  Mark and Mary hugged 

SSVV  Mark and Mary hugged and kissed 

These are all examples of a simple sentence. These examples don’t have an object, but even with an object, they are 

still simple sentences. We can also call a simple sentence an Independent Clause (it is independent because it makes 

sense on its own, it doesn’t need anything else). 

 

Finite Verbs 
If a simple sentence needs a subject and a finite verb, what is a finite verb? Good question. Thank you for asking. 

A finite verb does several jobs. It gives us the tense, person and number, and mood of a sentence. For FCE students 

it is important to know that we need at least one finite verb in every sentence. The information below about tense, 

person and number as well as mood may also be useful to you and is provided as a reference if you need it. 

Tense 
 I like beer      In this sentence, like is a finite verb. 

 I drank beer yesterday   Drank is the finite verb here. 

 I drinking beer now    This sentence does not make sense, because it

       has no finite verb. 

 I am drinking beer now   Now the sentence makes sense because we

                 have used the finite verb “be” 

      

Finite verbs include present tense verbs, past tense verbs and auxiliary verbs including: 

be/have/do and modal verbs can/could/will/would/may/might/shall/must/should/ought to/used to 

Person and Number 
I love pizza - first person singular 

You look confused - second person singular 

She plays piano - third person singular 

We have already eaten lunch - first person plural 

 

Mood 
The most commonly used mood in English is called indicative mood (every day English) . E.g. The movie was boring 
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You may also use the imperative mood, particularly for giving instructions (like in a recipe), or orders, by starting the 

sentence with a verb. E.g. Take this with you. 

Subjunctive mood is not as common, but is often used in conditional sentences, which you will learn later. 

Subjunctive mood means that the subject and verb don't "agree". E.g. If I were you, I'd see a doctor. You look ill! 

 

Clauses 
As mentioned above, a simple sentence is also called an independent clause. Remember that the clause is 

independent if it makes sense on its own. It has a subject and a finite verb. Every sentence in English needs at least 

one. 

Along with independent clauses, many sentences in English, especially the more complex ones, have one or more 

dependent clauses. These clauses are dependent because they can not stand alone; in other words, they do not 

make sense on their own. A dependent clause is only used with an independent clause. Here are some examples of 

dependent clauses 

because I like them 

when Mary arrived 

as we had already waited for over an hour 

These are dependent because, as you can see, they do not make sense on their own. They only work if I put them 

with an independent clause 

I eat hamburgers because I like them     

It was 12pm when Mary arrived 

We were very frustrated as we had waited for over an hour 

 

 

 

 

  

 


