
Compound and Complex Sentences 

For the following practice activities, we are going to use the list of conjunctions and 

transitions. Because there are so many, in the beginning we are going to focus on only 

CONTRAST. Before you start, look at your list and highlight the Subordinating 

Conjunctions, Transitions and Prepositions used for CONTRAST.  

The patterns I gave you will work for any of the words on your list, but it is easier in the 

beginning to limit our options.  
 

The following is a practice activity which is in the style of a Reading and Use of English part 1. You will 

never be tested on just Conjunctions and Transitions in the real test, however. 

In the following text, choose the best answer A, B, C or D.  

The Wrong Word 

I once lived in Japan for a year so that I could teach English to elementary school children. I was out one 

night at a restaurant with a group of other foreigners. (1)____________ none of us were fluent in Japanese, 

I knew enough to get by. Therefore I was the one to order the food and drinks. I held up my hand to signal 

the waiter. It took a while (2)__________________when she arrived, I began ordering for everyone. I felt 

that I was doing a fairly good job; (3)_______________, when I asked for what I thought was a curry pork 

schnitzel, the waitress gave me a strange look. I repeated myself and (4)______________ the waitress 

wrote down my order, I saw her smiling, and perhaps laughing a little, to herself as she walked to the 

kitchens. (5)______________ this, my friends all complimented me on my excellent Japanese and we 

continued to chat and drink and have fun. The food arrived soon after. The meal was delicious 

(6)_________________ a little expensive. At the end of the meal, I went to the cashier to pay the bill. The 

woman at the register was the same woman who took my order. As I paid, the woman spoke to me in 

almost fluent English. She told me that (7)_____________________I had done a very good job of ordering 

the food, I had made one big mistake. (8)___________________ using a word which sounded similar to a 

curry pork schnitzel, I had mispronounced it. The word I had used was actually a rather smelly part of the 

human body. I was grateful for her honesty, but more than a little embarrassed! 

1. A yet B despite C although D however 

2. A in spite of  B but C on the other hand D even though 

3. A however B though C in spite of the fact that D moreover 

4. A though  B but  C yet  D nonetheless 

5. A Despite of  B In spite C Despite D Moreover 

6. A nor B alternatively  C but  D however 

7. A while B despite  C In spite of D whenever 

8. A In contrast to B Despite of  C Whilst D While 


