
Grammar Week 1. Part 2 

Previously, we looked at the idea that English is an SV language. We also learned that the 

most basic sentence in English needs a subject and a finite verb, and is called a simple 

sentence (also known as an independent clause) 

Simple sentences are very important and should not be overlooked. However, if you wish to 

improve your writing (and speaking) for the FCE exam, it is really important to be able to 

join simple sentences together to make compound sentences and also to be able to use 

complex sentences. Here's how you can do just that! 

Compound Sentences 
A compound sentence is two simple sentences joined together using a special kind of word 

called a coordinating conjunction 

The coordinating conjunctions are easy to remember if you use this little memory trick: 

FANBOYS. 

For  (works just like because but more formal) 

And  (for addition, but can also show a consequence) 

Nor  (negative addition. This one needs INVERSION, which I'll show you below) 

But  (for contrast) 

Or  (for choice. Also shows consequence, just like otherwise) 

Yet (the same as but, only more formal) 

So (shows the result or outcome)  
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Now, let's try some of these in example sentences 

 I am wearing warm clothes for I am cold (shows my reason for wearing them) 

 I love the beach and I really enjoy surfing (shows the addition of another thing that  

like) 

 I studied hard and I passed the test (shows the result of my hard work) 

 I do NOT like cauliflower, nor DO I like peas (with the negative marker NOT, I use nor 

as addition. I must also use inversion, which means that the subject "I" and the 

auxiliary verb "do" change position, just like in a question.) 

 It is cold today but I am wearing a T-shirt (shows contrast between the weather and 

my clothes) 

 Would you like to eat here or go out for dinner? (shows choice) 

 Study hard or you will fail the exam (shows consequence, similar to otherwise) 

 It is hot today yet he is wearing a sweater (shows contrast just like but. More formal) 

 I was very tired so I slept in (shows that sleeping in was the result of being tired) 

Complex Sentences 
Another level up from simple and compound sentences, is using complex sentences. Making 

a complex sentence is similar to making a compound sentence. However, we use a different 

group of words to do this. The words we use to make complex sentences are called 

Transitions (T), Subordinating Conjunctions (SC) and some Prepositions (P). Complex 

sentences are what you want to use as much as possible in your writing. 

Using Complex Sentences is easy if you know how to use certain patterns. These patterns 

will look strange at first, like some kind of maths equation, but stay with me and they will 

make sense soon! To use these patterns you need to remember SV (a simple sentence, with 

or without an object), T (Transition) SC (Subordinating Conjunction)  P (Preposition). 

1. SC SV, SV  

2. SV SC SV 

3. SV. T, SV 

4. SV; T, SV 

5. SV. S, T, V. 

6. SV. SV,T. 

7. P + noun SV 
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To show you how the patterns work, I will use the same example for each of the patterns. I 

will focus on contrast for each sentence. As a Subordinating Conjunction I will use 

ALTHOUGH. For the Transition, I will use HOWEVER and for the Preposition I will use 

DESPITE. There are many more words that I could use, but I want to keep things as simple as 

possible. Following the examples here, I will provide a link to a very large list of conjunctions 

and transitions for you to use when you the practise exercises.  

I am going to make complex sentences using the patterns above to join 2 simple sentences: 

I like the beach                 I hate sand in my pants 

1. SC SV, SV Although I like the beach, I hate sand in my pants.   

2. SV SC SV I like the beach although I hate sand in my pants. 

3. SV.T, SV I like the beach. However, I hate sand in my pants. 

4. SV; T, SV I like the beach; however, I hate sand in my pants. 

5. SV.S, T, V I like the beach. I, however, hate sand in my pants. 

6. SV. SV, T. I like the beach. I hate sand in my pants, however. 

7. P+n  Despite liking the beach, I hate sand in my pants. 

 For example 7, I needed to make the verb like into a noun. You do this by using the 

ing form of the verb; this is called a gerund. If I used another example using the noun 

heat, I could say : Despite the heat, I wore a sweater.  

 You cannot follow Despite/ In spite of with SV. For example, I couldn't say  

 Despite I like the beach, I hate sand in my pants  

 

At this point, please follow the link "conjunctions and transitions" and download the list. 

Keep it with you when you try the practice activities 


